NAME: _____________________
Step 1: Examine your documents.
You need to understand what is contained in these files before you try to use them for research! 
· Who produced these reports and why? How might this shape the type and quality of information in each file?
· Take note of how these files are organized. For example, where does the case “begin” in the document and in what order are the observations logged? 
· Are there parts of these reports that you don’t understand? If you were really doing this research, how could you make more sense of the files?
· Go through the files and list as many possible “variables” as you can find. That is, what sort of information could you pull from these files to assemble a spreadsheet of data? I will get you started: parole start date, parole end date, drug test dates and outcomes…. now identify as many more as you can:


Step 2: Assembling a data spreadsheet from your records
Use your records to complete the table below. You can assign each file a number or name to identify it. The second column asks for the parole case’s outcome: was the person successfully discharged from parole, rearrested for a new offense, or did they have their parole revoked due to a technical violation? The next three columns are up to you. Using the list you brainstormed above, choose THREE variables that you think might be related to parole outcomes and take notes on them for each of your cases.
Looking at your table, are you starting to see any patterns emerge? Is this giving you any information about variables that may lead to successful parole completion vs. parole failure?





	ID
	Outcome
	Variable 1: ______________
	Variable 2: ______________
	Variable 3: _______________


	



	
	
	
	

	



	
	
	
	

	



	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	



