RESEARCH DESIGN
Project Planning Worksheet

What is your research question?


Which overall data collection method have you chosen for your research and why is this the best choice? (You should describe your data collection approach as one of the designs we cover in this course: experiments and quasi-experiments, surveys, secondary or available data, interviewing, field observations (e.g. ethnography), or some combination of these. When describing why this is the best choice, consider the strengths and weaknesses of each design). You should support your choice with citations (e.g. our textbook, other studies).






What are the important concepts in your research, how will you define them (conceptualization), and how will you measure them (operationalization)? For example, if you are studying homeless for LGBT youth, you might need to define and measure “homelessness,” “LGBT” and “youth” – what do these terms mean in your research and how will you determine if someone fits in those categories? You should support your choice with citations (e.g. our textbook, other studies).







Who is your target population for this research? How will you draw a sample of people to include in your study? Consider the strengths and limitations of probability and non-probability sampling strategies and choose the most appropriate one for answering your research question. Remember, there are no perfect strategies – every study has limitations! You should support your choice with citations (e.g. our textbook, other studies).







Finally, put your responses to the above questions together to describe your research design from beginning to end. How will you answer your research question?
