Proposal Topic Survey Design

Assigned: 3/10/22
Due: 3/24/22
Value: 10pts

For this assignment you will write a brief survey instrument (~ 2 pages, or 8-10 questions) relevant to your proposal topic. The purpose of the assignment is for you to apply things that we discussed in class concerning survey design to create a practical means to collect data in the context of your project. The paper will have two primary sections; 1) the survey instrument, and 2) the justification for your survey. Please note that this is just an exercise, we will not be administering these exact surveys to anyone.

Survey Instrument

You must create a brief (~ 2 pages, or 8-10 questions) survey instrument relevant to the research question you are pursuing this semester OR THE SOCIOLOGY DEPARTMENT SURVEY. It is highly likely that the exact research question itself cannot be addressed using a survey (i.e., something like “Does this education program for juvenile offenders reduce recidivism?” may not be answerable using a survey), but I would like you to create a survey as a way of understanding some aspect of your project. For instance, it might make sense to survey juvenile probation officers to determine their knowledge of this program and if they think their clients would benefit from it. Having this information would help provide context to the project, and perhaps some validity to the findings when you ultimately try to answer the question.

As an alternative example, the research question “Does this organization that helps recently released offenders find jobs reduce their likelihood of returning to prison?” is not something that surveys can answer. However, we could collect survey data to ask local business owners if they would be willing to hire a) recently released offenders and, specifically, b) offenders who had participated in this program. In each of these examples, we are using surveys to collect supplementary information.

In addition to looking clean and professional, your survey instrument should include at least the following:

1. Introduction to the respondent: Write a brief paragraph meant to familiarize the respondent with the purpose of your survey. That is, if the respondent were to ask “what the heck is this survey?,” this paragraph would be your response.

2. Question requirements:
a. At least two (2) questions at the nominal level of measurement: That is, questions which attempt to capture categorical data.
b. At least two (2) questions at the ordinal level of measurement: That is, questions which attempt to capture data that has some sort of rank order (i.e., agreement/disagreement).
c. At least two (2) questions at the ratio level of measurement: That is, two questions which capture continuous, numerical data.
d. At least two (2) questions which try to capture the demographic characteristics of the respondent: For instance, age, race, gender. These questions can count towards the requirements above.

Survey Justification

The second part of this project paper will require you to write a brief justification for how you designed your survey questions (~ 1-2 double-spaced pages). Your justification should include the following information.

3. Rationale behind the survey: Describe who you would administer this survey to (i.e., the general public, business owners, police officers, juvenile delinquents, etc.) and how you would administer it (the survey mode). Explain how collecting these data would help in the pursuit of your research question. That is, how does collecting these data fit into helping you answer your research question?

4. Question construction: Explain how you came up with your questions, including what you were trying to measure, and what went into your thought process when designing them.
For example, I am looking for something along the lines of “Questions 1 and 2 try to measure judges’ perceptions of the fairness and harshness of mandatory minimums for drug offenders. I wrote two separate questions to avoid double-barreling them, and asked them in a way to reduce agreement bias.” 


Guidelines
· Total suggested length is around 3-4 double spaced pages (2 for the survey, 1-2 for the justification).
· 12 Point font and 1-inch margins.
· Make sure that your survey is formatted nicely – people don’t want to answer sloppy surveys!
· If you draw on any sources to help write your questions, cite them (e.g. your textbook).
· Feel free to approach me for help.


See the next few pages for an example assignment.
