Undergraduate Social Science Research Methods Starter Pack
User Guide

Hi! Thanks for downloading this Starter Pack and reading the guide.

This is my SOC-214 Research Methods in Sociology prep from Spring 2022. Although it is listed as a Sociology course, I typically have a mix of Sociology, Criminal Justice, and Environmental Studies students in the course. The course is capped at 30 students. My institution is primarily undergraduate-serving, though we do have some graduate programs, and we serve many first-generation and international students. My class is most students’ first introduction to this material.

In this pack, you will find my slides, some in-class activities, and my major “research proposal” assignment, which is broken into many worksheets that are due throughout the semester and then combined into the full proposal as the final assignment. The in-class activities are not graded, but I do collect them so I can read them and get a sense of how the activity worked. I do not currently use midterm or end-of-term exams, though I’m open to it in the future. I simply feel that they don’t really assess student comprehension of research methods as well as the research proposal assignment.

These materials are not textbook-specific and should work with most available Methods texts. 

For blog posts about these various activities and assignments, please check the Research Methods tag: https://rebeccajstone.com/tag/research-methods/

Example Course Structure:
Intro Week
	Introduction to course, course overview, syllabus walk-through
	Overview and walk-through of proposal assignment components (see blog)
	SP22 Getting to Know You Survey
Introduction to Social Research
	“Intro to Sociology Research” slides
	Asset mapping (see Mock RFP blog post)
	Exploring ASA and ASC websites, “Careers in Sociology”
The Scientific Method
	“Theory and the Scientific Method” slides
	SP22 Science Puzzle Activity
Research Ethics
	“Research Ethics” slides
	SP22 Ethics Exercises
Reviewing the Literature
	“Literature” slides
	SP22 Scavenger Hunt Activity, SP22 Scavenger Hunt article
Measurement
	“Measurement” slides
	Army Alpha and Beta examples (critiquing IQ measures)
	Levels of Measurement handout
Sampling
	“Sampling” Slides
	SP22 MM Sampling Activity and Excel spreadsheet (see blog post)
Surveys
	“Surveys” slides
	SP22 Survey Assignment and/or developing a survey for Sociology majors
Causality and Experiments
	“Causality and Experiments” slides
	“Quasi-Experimental Designs” slides
	Experiment case studies – reading and diagramming famous examples of experiments
Evaluation Research
	“Evaluation Research” slides
	SP22 Evaluation Activity and Evaluation Diagram
Secondary Data and Measuring Crime
	“Secondary Data and Measuring Crime” slides
	SP22 Parole Case Assignment [can’t share these notes, sorry! I will make mockups]
Qualitative Methods (two weeks)
	“Field Research and Qualitative Methods” slides
	Developing interview guides (optional assignment)
	SP22 Qualitative Coding Activity with 9 Cases
	SP22 Ethnographic Field Notes Activity
	Digital Ethnography (developed by Caitlin E. Lawson, https://tinyurl.com/2cr7wkew
Final weeks:
	Working on dissemination strategies for proposals
	In-class peer reviewing and workshopping of full proposals
	Final proposal submissions




