LITERATURE REVIEW
Project Planning Worksheet and Instructions

This project planning activity is slightly different from the other activities so far in that there is more to this assignment than just the worksheet. For this piece of your planning, you will be writing a literature review. 

We will spend time in class going over the purpose of a literature review, some tips for writing them, how to organize them, and so on. The purpose of this document is to provide some structure and guidelines for your literature review so that, after you write it, it is ready to be included in your final proposal.

Which research question(s) have you decided to focus on for your proposal?


In your Background Research Plan, you identified key ideas that you needed to know more about before writing your proposal. List the most important ideas here, as well as the search terms you might use to find more information:




Where will you go to find scholarly, peer-reviewed literature? (Remember our library information session!)





Which other websites could you check to find credible information other than peer-reviewed literature, e.g. fact sheets from reputable organizations, publicly-available research reports, and others?





On the next page, you will find a table to fill out as you find important information for your project. You should end up with at least 10 unique sources, including at least 5 peer-reviewed articles. The table will help you assess the credibility of the source and summarize the important information.

After you complete the table, see the instructions for writing your literature review.

	LITERATURE TABLE

	Name of source
	Authors (individuals or organization) – are they credible?
	Type of source (e.g. peer-reviewed article, research report, website, etc) – is it credible?
	Relevant topic information (e.g. background information, arguments from literature review, results and conclusions of study – information to improve your knowledge of your topic)
	Relevant research design information (e.g. measures, sampling strategy, sample, context, research design – information that could help you design your own research)

	EXAMPLE:
“The Greater Boston Housing Report Card 2019: Supply, Demand, and the Challenge of Local Control”

	Modestino, Ziegler, Hopper, Clark, Munson, Melnik, Bernstein & Raisz, published by The Boston Foundation
	Research report published by The Boston Foundation, a reputable community foundation that funds and publishes research on the Boston area. This report is not peer-reviewed but does come from a reputable organization and describes the methods the authors used to do their analysis, so I think it is a good source for my project.
	The relevant info in this source for my project is the section on the origins and legacy of racial segregation in Greater Boston, patterns of segregation in Boston, and how segregation continues to limit opportunity. I will use this information in my literature review.
	I am mostly using this source for background information, not for its methods, but it does have a section on “Assessment Methodology” that has interesting information about how they assessed 147 communities in Greater Boston to determine their racial composition and housing affordability. I could use these same approaches in my study. One critique of their measure of housing affordability is that it compares communities to other communities and assesses their relative affordability (e.g. community A is more affordable than community B), but does not compare affordability to what people are actually earning, so even an “affordable” area can still be too expensive for most people.
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Instructions for writing your literature review:

1. Make sure you have completed your literature table.
2. Write a brief literature review (3-4 pages), informed by the studies that you located. 
a. Think of this as a narrative write-up of the information that you provided in your literature table. 
b. Describe the problem that your research is designed to address, making the case for why it is important; 
c. Explain what is known about your topic or what we still need to understand about the issue (the gap your research will fill) 
d. Review some information on what is known about what might help with this problem (solutions, evidence-based practices), drawing on the sources you found.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Conclude by pointing out how your study will “fill a gap” by adding to our knowledge – remember, you need to make the case that your study does something that these other studies haven’t done, and that’s why the organization should fund your research!
4. Your literature review should use APA style throughout, including in-text citations and full references at the end of the paper (in alphabetical order and with all required formatting).

Tips:
1. Remember to start broad and then narrow down: begin by defining your topic and describing the nature and scope of the problem. Consider how many people are affected, how much money it costs, or how serious the consequences.
For example, “Homelessness is a serious issue in the Greater Boston area. The number of homeless people in Massachusetts increased by 14% in 2018 (U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 2018), with homelessness rising rapidly in the most expensive housing markets (Glynn, Byrne & Culhane, 2018).”
2. From there, narrow your focus down to your specific research question (consider your specific community, population, RFP organization, or angle on the problem; consider “gaps” in the research and what we don’t know yet).

Resources:
APA Style Guide, In-Text Citations: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/in_text_citations_author_authors.html

APA Style Guide. Reference Lists: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/reference_list_author_authors.html

Dr. Pacheco-Vega’s Literature Review Resources: http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/04/how-to-undertake-a-literature-review/
