Ethnographic Field Notes Activity
You are a sociologist who is interested in how parenting strategies encourage or discourage children’s independence. You have decided to do field work at local playgrounds so that you can observe how parents and other caregivers interact with children playing on playground equipment, particularly how they encourage or discourage exploration and independence.

Use this worksheet to take field notes (remember our reading assignment!) on what you observe. Your notes should include information about the behavior you observe and any other information you think might be relevant (for example, approximate age of the child, perhaps the gender and approximate age of the caregiver, if the caregiver appears to be responsible for one child or multiple children, etc).

Here is an example of what your field notes might look like:

A caregiver arrives at the park. The caregiver looks like a woman dressed in workout clothes and she is pushing a stroller with one young child, maybe 2-3 years old. She enters the playground and closes the gate behind her. She unbuckles the child’s belt and helps the child out of the stroller. The child runs off to the play structure and starts climbing. The caregiver leaves the stroller parked near the gate and follows a few steps behind the child, watching but not interacting. The child sometimes looks for the caregiver but otherwise plays independently.

YOUR FIELD NOTES:
